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OUR THEME:

YESTERDAY, TODAY & TOMORROW
“… in order to celebrate the achievements over the past 50 years, we need
to be mindful of how it came about, build on the work of those that came
before us, and lead the way to a future that is even more inclusive, more
equitable and more just – a constant strife.”
– Marlene le Roux

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
Rajesh Jock
CHAIRPERSON
Artscape Theatre Centre

Artscape Theatre Centre (formally the Nico Malan Theatre) has made major advances since its inception
in 1971. Relying on a strong commitment from the National Department of Sport, Arts and Culture, the
theatre now celebrates its Golden Anniversary!
Entertainment, arts and culture contributes to the vibrancy, heritage and activation of the Cape Town
Metropolitan City as well as the Western Cape Province, and plays an important role in tourism and
economic growth. Since being renamed circa 1999, Artscape has provided a modern, contemporary
and world-class regional venue supporting arts and culture, and especially local talent.
Artscape represents a very special organisation, comprising committed professionals, who are dedicated
to the advancement of many different local and international productions in the City of Cape Town and
many other parts of the Western Cape Province. Combined with the passion and commitment of major
stakeholders both nationally and provincially, Artscape has become a home for all in the arts and will
continue to embrace the diverse communities of the Western Cape through performers and patrons.
I thank and congratulate everyone who has, over many years, dedicated their expertise, time, effort
and passion to continually building this wonderful organisation and making it what it is today. This
years’ festivities will showcase our annual events, exhibitions and community acts; reviewing the past
and present accomplishments of the theatre. This years’ commemorations provides an overview of
Artscape’s history, its membership and executive, endeavours and achievements, awards and prizes,
and future aspirations.
It is an extremely exciting time for Artscape, as there are many important fundamental and applied areas
to tackle as we continue our endeavours to transform the arts, build sustainable theatre practices, and
improve education and development. From artists and musicians to school concerts, exhibitions, theatre
productions and more, Artscape is full of home-grown flair that has been fostered and supported by a
professional leadership team – who continue to receive high praise from all corners.
To conclude, I wish to congratulate the entire team at Artscape and my colleagues on the Council who
have generously contributed their knowledge and effort in putting together this Anniversary Year. Fifty
years is certainly a milestone and, clearly, a solid cornerstone for the arts’ great future over the next 50
years and beyond!

4 | 50 Year programme

Marlene le Roux
CEO

Wow! 50 years of being a home and a homecoming all rolled into one: an accomplishment. An
accomplishment indeed. One almost wants to say a coup, a milestone, an absolute feat. But, in order
to celebrate the achievement, we need to be mindful of how it came about and build on the work of
those that came before us and lead the way to a future that is even more inclusive, more equitable and
more just – a constant strife.
This year is indeed significant in so many ways and when we thought of the theme “yesterday, today
and tomorrow” we were aware that while it may sound cheesy to some, it resounds with so much of
what we need to pay attention to – not just for the arts and for Artscape, but for us as a nation. We may
very well ask: what is a building? Is it not just mainly stone and water? But we know in our hearts it is so
much more. After all, there is a huge difference between a house and a home.
When I think of this building and the theme we have chosen to celebrate its golden jubilee, I hear the
words of Tata Madiba still ringing clearly in my ears: “Never, never and never again shall it be that this
beautiful land will again experience the oppression of one by another.” And those words alone are
enough to know why this theme is so important. Let us never forget that when the then Nico Malan
opened its doors just five decades ago, it excluded the largest section of the population as if we just
didn’t exist, treating us like the second-class citizens the Apartheid Regime believed us to be. And
yet, here we are, in 2021, in all our glory, telling our stories on the very stages that alas were denied to
us when it first opened its doors. That is what this building represents: the evolution of a species, the
struggles of stalwarts, the wherewithal of those that helped to bring us to this point in our history. And
it is to them that we give thanks as the building turns 50. It is through their tenacity that we are able to
call this building our home.
There is an irony here: the Nico Malan Theatre Centre was built during a cataclysmic time in the history
of our country and indeed the arts and, ironically, we are again going through a time of upheaval, of
change, in the form of a pandemic that forces us to recalibrate, to re-invent ourselves as it were…and to
look inward, to our humanity to find the solutions.
To the many faces, bodies, and spirits that have graced the stages and foyers of this celebrated building,
who bear testimony to the richness of its antiquity, and who held up mirrors that made us see our lives in
ways only the arts can, you must know you are the true builders of the future for many more faces, bodies
and spirits, long after these words have been written and even forgotten. You embody the true meaning
of how critical the arts is to this world and breathe life into the theme: “yesterday, today and tomorrow.”
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HISTORY OVERVIEW

Artscape Theatre Centre since 1971
Artscape Theatre Centre, which belongs to the provincial
administration, was opened on 19 May 1971 as the Nico Malan
Theatre Centre. In line with the new South African political dispensation
and the concurrent changes the complex was renamed to Artscape in
March 2001.
Historically the Cape Performing Arts Board (CAPAB) was instituted in
the early sixties of the twentieth century. The aim was to promote the
performing arts. The arts councils received sufficient government
subsidies to fund various art forms as well as the operational requirements
of the theatre facilities.
CAPAB programmed and managed the Nico Malan Theatre Centre as a
production house with four arts companies – orchestra, opera, ballet,
and drama. These companies had full-time artists, technical and
administrative staff.
Since 1994 government policy changed dramatically. All performing arts
boards were transformed to playhouses and the various arts companies
had to become independent. Artscape was launched on 27 March 1999
to replace CAPAB. Today it manages the theatre venues and provides
essential technical and specialised services on a semi-commercial basis. The
emphasis is on sustainable theatre practice, education and development.
One-Stop-Shop of Creative Excellence
Between Table Mountain and Table Bay, the City of Cape Town boasts a
cosmopolitan mix of historic and modern landmarks. One of these is the
Artscape Theatre Centre on the Foreshore, home to the Artscape performing
arts company.
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Originally established 49 years ago as the official performing arts council
for the Western Cape, Artscape has today developed into a vibrant,
multifunctional creative arts centre, offering exceptional venue facilities and
specialist theatrical services.
With its close proximity to Cape Town’s central business district, the
International Convention Centre and the V & A Waterfront, Artscape is ideally
situated to serve the local and international performing arts, film, tourism,
entertainment, conference, and exhibition industries.
Covering an area of some 14 000 square meters, the Artscape complex
consists of a fully equipped Opera House, seating 1 487, a theatre seating
540, a smaller theatre seating 140, a piazza, gardens, rehearsal rooms and
ample parking.
Artscape will celebrate its 50th anniversary with a host of various events
during 2021.

DESIGN

Vacant land before
construction October 1968

The reclaimed waters of the Table Bay areas were
donated to the Foreshore Board of the Provincial
Administration, with set conditions – amongst others that
no parking could be allowed on, or below the site, and
that the area covered by the building should not exceed
30 000 m2 – both of which had considerable effect on
the architectural solution.
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The Theatre Centre was established
by the Provincial Administration
of the Cape of Good Hope for the
promotion of the performing arts and
was inaugurated on 19 May 1971 by Dr.
J.N. (Nico) Malan, Administrator of the
Cape Province from 1960-1970.

Architectural drawing of Opera
House 24 October 1968
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Structural Engineering
The giant reclamation task, which was completed in 1947, gave rise to harbour
extensions and provided Cape Town with 69 hectares of useful building sites.
From the engineers’ point of view, however, this reclaimed “Foreshore” presented
problems. The sand filling was unable to support heavy structures. An even more
serious challenge was that the project was only 500 metres from the harbour
and thus could be subject to water seepage.

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
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To overcome the first of the difficulties, reinforced concrete piles were specified to
be driven down 12 metres to the natural rock bed. The piles supported not only the
superstructure, but also the large and very important basement areas which housed
the mechanical and electrical plant for the air-conditioning for stage lighting as well a
great deal of other ancillary equipment. As the excavations had to be dug to a depth of
8 metres in many places, and the subsoil water-level on the site being only 2 metres
below ground level, they were in danger of being waterlogged at an early stage. To
solve this problem a 10 mm diameter continuous ring[1]main was laid around the site and
this was connected to well points driven down to a depth of 7 metres. Suction pumps
attached to this arrangement were then able to draw off approximately a quarter million
litres of seepage water per day, which gave a reasonably dry site at all depths, in all some
12 million litres were pumped from the site during the construction of the foundations.
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Six cranes, one of which could move 90 metres on rails, were installed in such a way
as to serve all areas of the site. Ready-mixed concrete was used and at times there
were as many as six trucks discharging simultaneously at the site. The entire project
consumed 21 000 cubic metres of concrete and 2100 metres of reinforced steel.
At peak Murray and Stewart employed a contracts manager, six engineers, a site
agent and five foremen, as well as a labour force of 120 artisans and 350 labourers, on
the site. A pleasant aspect of the Theatre Centre construction was the winning of the
1969 National Safety Competition for the Building Industry. This prestigious award was
made in recognition of the completely clean and hazard free site and the excellent
safety record maintained.
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Interesting statistics
The 1100 concrete piles placed on top of
each other, would be 11 times the height of
Table Mountain. The steel reinforcement for
the concrete, if laid end to end would be the
distance of Cape Town to Johannesburg.
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co Malan Theatre Centre was officially
inaugurated on 19 May 1971

The Theatre was established by
the Provincial Administration of
the Cape of Good Hope for the
promotion of the performing arts
and was officially inaugurated on
the 19 May 1971 by Dr JN Malan,
the then administrator of the Cape
Province (1960–1970).

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
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AIDA

FIRST STAGE PRODUCTION
After months of preparation for the inauguration presentation of ‘Aïda’ at the Nico
Malan Centre, Emma Renzi ironically became indisposed on the big day and a
performance of the ballet ‘Sylvia’ had to be slotted in. When the production finally
opened it was greeted with wildly enthusiastic applause. All the stops had been
pulled out to make ‘Aïda’ the most lavish production ever staged in South Africa.
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Since 1994 government policy
changed dramatically. All performing
arts boards were transformed to
managers of playhouses and the
various arts companies had to
become independent. The CAPAB
Drama Department staged its last
production in May 1997 with a final
performance of David Mowat’s The
Guise, a play which has as its theme
the survival of the theatre.

In 1961 the National Theatre Organisation
was disbanded and replaced by four
provincial performing arts councils. In Cape
Town the Cape Performing Arts Board
(CAPAB) was instituted in 1962 with the
aim to promote the performing arts in the
Cape Province and South Africa. The arts
councils received sufficient government
subsidies to fund various art forms as well
as the operational requirements of the
theatre facilities. Staff could be taken into
permanent employment.
The Nico Malan Theatre Centre
was opened on 19 May 1971, to be
programmed and managed by
Cape Performing Arts Board as a
production house with four arts
companies – orchestra, opera, ballet
and drama. These companies had
full-time artistes, technical and
administrative staff.

1961
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1971

The new organisation, Artscape,
was launched on 27 March 1999 to
replace CAPAB and the Nico Malan
Theatre Complex was renamed the
Artscape Theatre Centre.

1994

1999

ASSOCIATED COMPANIES

Unmute Dance Company

Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra

The company came into existence in 2013 after a performance creation
entitled ‘Unmute’. Unmute was the first ensemble choreographic piece
by Andile Vellem. It is based on his experience as a dancer who is deaf.
This work was a way of Andile finding his voice as a choreographer,
using sign language as the source of the movement vocabulary. He
brought together artists from different backgrounds to investigate and
explore what they would like to un-mute; feelings, perceptions, social
norms and expectations; while endeavouring to deconstruct what
society perceives as dance.

The Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra (CPO) in Cape Town is
arguably the most versatile and active orchestra on the continent
of Africa, contributing handsomely to Cape Town’s global status and
appeal. Through various incarnations from the Cape Town Municipal
Orchestra to the Cape Town Symphony Orchestra, the Cape Town
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Cape Philharmonic Orchestra and
finally again the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra, the CPO is
financially and culturally sustainable, attracting some of the leading
international artists of our time. A multi-functional orchestra, the
CPO delivers a world-class orchestra service to all communities in
the region, participating in festivals and concerts across all genres
of music.

The inception of the company then developed in 2014 after a successful
run of the Unmute Production and it was co-founded by Nadine
Mckenzie, Mpotseng Shuping, Andile Vellem and Themba Mbuli.
Within the 5 years of the company’s existence they have developed
5 inclusive projects that has helped create access and integrate people
with and without disability in one environment.

JazzArt
Jazzart Dance Theatre, founded in 1973, is acknowledged as one of
South Africa’s leading contemporary dance companies renowned
both internationally and locally, as an award winning company that
influences and preserves the sustainability of dance, choreography
and dance performance. Dance is used as a transformation tool to
integrate social awareness and cultural inclusiveness that embodies
the nature of South Africa’s Bill of Rights.
Through training, performance and inter-disciplinary collaborations
with diverse role-players they develop multi-skilled performers and
create work that promote excellence, innovation and social change.

The CPO ’s programmes for young people provide quality music
education to more than 300 young musicians between the ages
of six and 25 annually, most marginalised by poverty in townships,
the city and as far afield as Mamre and Atlantis. The programmes
provide a cycle of training which prepares young people for a
career in music and the arts, engage with diverse communities
and grow new audiences, provide a safe haven for young people
all with the intention of leading to a demographically representative
orchestra. The support given by parents and communities underlines
the need for classical music training in the city.

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
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Cape Town City Ballet

Zip Zap

The Cape Town City Ballet (CTCB) is renowned throughout South Africa
and internationally for the diversity of works in the repertoire and the
dancers for their inimitable energy and style – characteristics that stamp
the company as uniquely South African. The CTCB has a long-standing
practice of developing South African choreographic talent. Many of
our foremost South African choreographers were given opportunities
early in their careers to create works on the CTCB and its forerunners.
These include Veronica Paeper, Christopher Kindo, and Sean Bovim,
who still create extensively both here and abroad, and more recently
Lindy Raizenberg and Kirsten Isenberg. The CTCB is committed to the
development of choreographers and to the creation of uniquely South
African and African ballets.

Zip Zap was born from a simple dream, a tree, a trapeze bar and a rusty
old truck 29 years ago. Established by South African born Brent van
Rensburg and his French wife, Laurence Estève, their dream was to
use the circus as a tool to bridge socio-economic gaps and to inspire
and empower young people to build a new culture of peaceful coexistence in South Africa, inspired by the late Nelson Mandela.

Cape Town Opera
Cape Town Opera (CTO) is one of South Africa’s largest, permanent,
non-profit performing arts organisations and provides permanent
employment to young singers, opera practitioners, instructors and
administrators. In addition, annually the company issues an average of
200 ad hoc contracts to artists ranging from choreographers, musicians,
directors, conductors, designers and technicians.
The organisation provides unmatched skills development and handson training to young artists from across the country. CTO’s Youth
Development and Education department provides valuable musical
training, free of charge, to more than 2 000 learners in rural and
township communities each year.

As the Zip Zap story was founded on an initial love story between the
two co-founders, so it continues to unfold as one. The love can be felt
in every corner of this extraordinary social circus. It is felt on stage, on
the training floor, throughout nine programmes and between every
beneficiary, alumni, staff, international intern, board member and show
audiences. Once you join the Zip Zap family, you are embraced by a
sense of belonging, that lasts a lifetime.

Fine Music Radio
Fine Music Radio (FMR) is the only radio station in South Africa that
broadcasts from a cultural centre, the Artscape Theatre Complex
on the Foreshore in Cape Town. As the only classical and jazz music
station in the Western Cape, Fine Music Radio is peerless.
We are committed to delivering the very best listening experience from
classical and jazz to outside broadcasts, compelling content and social
initiatives. The classical music selection is melodic and non-raucous,
appealing to a wide audience without compromising on integrity. FMR’s
jazz is a mix between the finest mainstream smooth and the familiar
classic soul, playing a mix of contemporary and mainstream jazz.

Woman Zone
Our mission is to bring together and unite all women from the Mother
City’s cultural kaleidoscope: To hear their voices, to know, experience,
share, work and learn together. To highlight and promote their past,
present and future achievements, not victimhood. Woman Zone is a
place to be heard.
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50th CELEBRATION CONCERT
20 MARCH 2021

Basil Appollis is a renowned
theatre and television drama
director, actor, writer and
singer. He remains one of the
foremost “go-to persons” when
it comes to directing local stage
productions.

Winner of the Cape Town
Philharmonic Orchestra’s
inaugural Len van Zyl Conductors’
Competition in 2010, Brandon
Phillips was appointed resident
conductor of the CPO in June,
2015. He studied bassoon and
viola at the University of Cape
Town, receiving his B Mus Hons
in solo bassoon in 2005. Phillips
currently is principal bassoon
of the Cape Town Philharmonic
Orchestra, and Artistic Director
and Conductor of the Cape Town
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra.

As an actor he is known for his
roles in Gangster’s Paradise,
Jerusalema (2008), The White
Lioness (1996) and Swartwater
(2014) among several other
performances. His passion for
theatre started at home, with
him and his cousins performing
an annual Christmas concert for
the family.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

In 2012, Phillips received Western
Cape Government’s award for
“outstanding achievements by
the youth”.
CONDUCTOR
Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra
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ARTISTS AND TECHNICAL CREW

Artists

Cape Town Opera Chorus

Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra

Alistair Izobell

Andile Tshoni

Conductor: Brandon Phillips

Celeste Botha

Babongile Manga

Coenie de Villiers

Blaine Josephs

Taare Dance Troupe

Diana Ferrus

Busisiwe Ngejane

Ahneesh Valodia (director)

Dizu Plaatjies

Danielle Speckman

Kimeshni Pillai (assistant director)

Don Vino and Band: Brynne Bailey, Franco
Mannel, Keagan Links

Darryn Kenned

Suvira Bodha

Ernestine Stuurman

Nidhi Chetty

Hilton Schilder

Garth Delport

Pavendri Govender

Jody Abrahams

Jason Atherton

Paveshni Govender

Loukmaan Adams

Lindile Kula

Sayurika Govender

Madeegha Anders

Luvo Rasemeni

Heena Jeavan

Marlin Zoutman

Marcelle Steinmetz

Candice Losper

Nicola Hanekom

Marvin Kernelle: Chorus Master

Megnah Mitha

Sylvia Ncediwe Mdunyelwa

Mlungiseleli Nqadini

Payal Rama

Vicky Sampson

Mthunzi Mbombela

Preshema Sewpaul

Vusi Mahlasela

Nkululeko Mqobongo

Zinziswa Nogavu

Nolubabalo Mdayi

Unmute

Nonkululeko Nkwinti

“The Bench”

Cape Town Opera Soloists

Pumza Mxinwa

Andile Vellem

Bongani Kubheka

Simphiwe Mayeki

Siphenathi Mayekiso

Siphokazi Molteno

Siphesihle Mdena

Vuvu Mpofu

Thamsanqa Mtshamba
Tiffany Thomas
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ARTISTS AND TECHNICAL CREW

Music

Artscape Technical Crew

Siphesihle Duma (Original Composition)

Sound
Liam Cookson: Mix engineer

Meditation

Hillary Han and amp Hauschka – Bounce
Bounce

Choreography by Kirsten Isenberg

Jazzart Dancers

Justin Gordon: Sound technician

Danced by Hannah Ward & Nicolas Laubscher,
Leanè Theunissen & Jan Kotzé, Mia
Labuschagne & Lêusson Muniz, Olivia Parfitt &
Miles Carrott

Beverley Swartz

Mark Manoek: Assistant sound technician

Chesney Stanfield

Charmian Thompson: Radio mic technician

Emile Petersen

Lighting Team

Jay-Dee America

Faheem Bardien

The Flower Duet (Lakme)

Keagan Damons

Roy Thomas Hoffman

Liam Lottering

Sidney Benjamin Savage

Lisakhanya Nongqongqo

Nazeem Griebelaar

Zip Zap Circus School
Cape Town City Ballet

Choreography by Lindy Raizenberg
Kayla Schultze & Miles Carrott, with Gemma
Trehearn, Mikayla Isaacs, Caitlin Smith, Leanè
Theunissen

Mihlali Gwatyu
Nosipho Tsengwa
Phiko Luke

James Murtz: Monitor engineer

Production Managers
Eugene October
Ricardo Abrahams

Jazzart Dance Theatre

Rian Jansen

SOLID

Savannah Petrus

Stage Managers

Rehearsal director

Siphesihle Duma

Moegsien Davids

Nkosinathi Sangweni

Sinenhlanhla Sihlangu

Jerome Chapman

Choreography
Sifiso Kweyama and dancers
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Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

The 50th Celebration Concert
is supported by
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FLAGSHIP PROGRAMMES
The annual flagship programmes will all incorporate the 50th anniversary celebrations. This will
either be through the showcasing of the past years of these programmes or highlighting past
participants and where they are today. We will be requesting the assistance of those directors,
facilitators and panellists who have been involved with these programmes over the years to curate
these programmes for 2021. The flagship programmes include:

Grade 12 Setwork Programme
A permanent feature on the Artscape calendar for many years is the presentation of four of the
grade 12 setworks, isiXhosa, English, Afrikaans and Shakespeare, as per curriculum of the Western
Cape Education Department. Grade 12 learners get exposed to the literary works through a stage
production of the prescribed setwork. They are also given an opportunity to pose questions to the
actors and directors at the end of each performance.
For 2021 the Grade 12 setworks being presented are Buzani Ku Bawo, Krismis Van Map Jacobs, My
Children My Africa and Hamlet. The aim is to do a combination of stage production, broadcasting
recorded production (dependent on securing the rights), mini production (at schools) and online
Question and Answer Series.

Youth to Legends Jazz Festival
Annually Artscape stages two jazz concerts, the Youth Jazz Concert and the Jazz Masters Series. The
Youth Jazz Concert identifies fresh young jazz musicians and vocalists who audition to be participate.
They are mentored by established jazz musicians and then get to showcase their talents at the
concert. The Jazz Masters Series acknowledges our extremely talented jazz musicians who are part
of the fabric of the jazz scene in Cape Town.
This year, in line with the theme of the 50th celebration (Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow), we are
combining these two events into a three day festival that will celebrate our Jazz Masters and also
talents of the City’s young up and coming jazz performers. We will also be bringing back some of the
young musicians who participated in the Youth Jazz Concert in prior years. These young musicians
will get the opportunity to learn from these Legends through a number of masterclasses and then
also to perform alongside them on the Artscape stage.
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Women and Humanities Festival
The Programme’s mission is to create a sustainable artistic response which
addresses the on-going challenges, violence and human rights violations faced
by numerous members of society, and how they and people faced with these
challenges and disability celebrate their lives. A special part of the festival
for 2021 will be the first ever performance by a group of deaf and/or blind
performers. This festival is part of the Women’s Month Celebrations in August
2021, centring around Women’s Day on the 9th of August. The festival for 2021
will include:
•
•
•
•

Humanity walk
the production of Adam Small the Poet
a past production that embodies the essence of humanity
Joyous Choirs Concert

The festival will include live and virtual events and performances.

Heritage Festival
In September 2021 Artscape will showcase innovative and cutting-edge stage
productions which celebrate our humanity, heritage and diverse cultures
as Africans. The main objective of this festival is to encourage inclusivity and
embrace diversity through arts and by arts. The programme in 2021 will comprise
of 2 productions that address these themes and these will be selected from
previous productions that have resonated with the theme of the Heritage Festival.
The productions will be on stage performances.

New Voices Programme
To facilitate and present a programme to identify and mentor promising new
writing talent for works to be written and presented in the three official languages
which is Afrikaans, English and isiXhosa. It also focuses on bringing new and fresh
creative content to the theatrical landscape. The playwrights are encouraged to
tell the South African stories that deal with issues of a social, cultural, heritage,
identity, gender or language, reflecting our diverse society.

Through this programme these emerging playwrights get the opportunity to work
with mentors who are established names in the industry. We will be partnering
with Suidooster Fees in this programme and will present the productions using
the following platforms:
• Radio Drama
• Stage Reading
• Stage Production

Youth Classical
Concert
Young and talented soloists
are auditioned to perform at
this concert which serves as
a launching pad for accomplished
classical music instrumentalists and singers
who are given the opportunity of playing with
a symphony orchestra. They represent many
young musicians in the Western Cape who
are making great strides in the music world.
The participants will also get to participate
in masterclasses led by the one of the
orchestra conductors.
In keeping with the 50th celebration
theme, the 2021 concert will feature past
participants who have graced the stage in
previous years and the participants from
the 2020 online concert. The live concert
will also be broadcast on Fine Music
Radio.

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
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Schools Arts Festival

ArtsAbility Festival

The Schools Arts Festival provides a unique platform for Learners from all
communities to share the stage together and through theatre performance, learn
more about each other and experience the wealth and richness of our culturally
diverse society. The festival stimulates a love for theatre and the performing
arts while creating an individual sense of self-esteem, pride and achievement.
Artscape uses the Schools Arts Festival to promote and facilitate this intercultural collaboration and sharing. The festival is staged in collaboration with the
Western Cape Department of Education.

November to December 2021 will once again be the time for the Annual
Artsability Festival which is presented in partnership with Unmute Dance
Company, who is a professional mixed ability dance company. A key focus has
been on developing persons with various disabilities within the arts sector. Each
year through this programme brings abled bodied and differently abled bodied
performers together from around the word.

The festival will be addressing the theme of the 50th Anniversary by identifying
various schools that have been regular participants over the years and inviting
them to be part of this year’s festival. The festival will be on stage at Artscape.

High School Drama Festival
The objective of the High School Drama Festival is to give learners a platform to
voice their creativity, views and social concerns through drama on a professional
stage to a captive audience. This experience broadens their horizons by
experiencing the magic of live theatre, professional lighting and sound. They are
able to learn the discipline, essential to being a performer. This Festival will also
enable them to obtain theatre discipline and etiquette.
Schools are to choose their own theme that speaks about the social challenges
they face on a daily basis to showcase their talent. All entrants must submit a
synopsis and motivation for the theme.
For 2021 the auditions will be done via video submission and the main festival will
take to the stage at Artscape in August.

Vlooi/Kipper
The prescribed reading for Grade 1 and 2 is presented annually in collaboration
with Krazy Katz Productions. These are the stories of Vlooi (Afrikaans) and Kipper
(English) that create a magical experience for the young leaners. The production
will return to the stage in 2021 after a successful broadcast on radio in 2020.
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The month-long festival comprises workshops and performances that will take
place at Artscape and in communities as well as online

Lunch Hour Concerts
The lunch hour concerts will be held throughout the year and is done in
collaboration with the associated arts companies. It is a platform to showcase the
different genres of the arts and also to diversify
audiences. For the 50th celebrations
these concerts will make their way to
various parts of Cape Town as part of
our Outreach programme. There will also
be virtual performances that will assist in
reaching a broader audience.

MESSAGES
SUPPORT
MessagesOF
of Support

MESSAGE TO THE MINISTER OF SPORT, ARTS & CULTURE

a

From the Artscape team, we wish to thank the office of the national
Ministry of Sport, Arts & Culture, under the leadership of Minister Mthethwa for your
continued support and backing throughout the years.
We hereby acknowledge your contributions in shaping present-day as well
as the future of Artscape.

ALAN WINDE

a

PREMIER | Western Cape Government

I would like to extend my hearty congratulations to Artscape on your 50th anniversary this year.
Over the 50 years Artscape has told the South African story, in drama, music, comedy or dance.
It has also allowed us to experience stories and connect with artists from around the world.
We celebrate this milestone at an incredibly difficult time for Artscape and for the creative community
as a whole. It is my hope that one day soon, art lovers and creators will be able to gather in
celebration of the amazing talent that we have here in the Western Cape and in South Africa.

MESSAGES OF SUPPORT

ANROUX MARAIS

a

MINSITER OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND SPORT | Western Cape Government

Following an unprecedented 2020 and its subsequent unfortunate circumstances, it sure does give me great
joy to celebrate with you Artscape’s 50th anniversary this year.
Over the years, by making diversity accessible to all through the arts, Artscape, under the exemplary
leadership of Dr Marlene Le Roux, increased our range of choice, and helped nurture human capacities and
values from theatre stages to the hearts and minds of the varied audiences.
We congratulate Artscape on this significant 50th anniversary milestone, wish them the very best in its future
endeavours and look forward to collaboratively increasing gainful opportunities, strengthening our sense of
identity, in inspiring hope and the holistic development of the individual and collective through the arts.

DAN PLATO

a

EXECUTIVE MAYOR | City of Cape Town

Here in Cape Town, I am proud of our rich and diverse arts and cultural offering. It gives me the greatest
pleasure to wish our very own Artscape Theatre a happy 50th Anniversary!
The development of Cape Town’s youth is something that makes me particularly proud of the Artscape.
Many lives have been transformed as a result of the Artscape’s outreach work and I look forward to see this programme
nurture the next generation of talent.
While the past year has seen much uncertainty with the global Coronavirus pandemic, I am confident that with time, we
will all once again be seated in the beautiful arena of Cape Town’s Artscape Theatre, taking in a new and exciting show.
I look forward to seeing everyone together again, when we can once again enjoy the wonderful productions and
talented performers in our own world class theatre.
Until then, on behalf of the City of Cape Town, I wish you strength, comfort and inspiration.
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